
English is a West Germanic language that arose in the Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms of England and spread into South-East Scotland under 
the influence of the Anglian medieval kingdom of Northumbria . 
Following the economic , political , military , scientific , cultural , and 
colonial influence of Great Britain and the United Kingdom from the 
18th century , and of the United States since the mid 20th century , 
it has been widely dispersed around the world , become the leading 
language of international discourse , and has acquired use as 
lingua franca in many regions . It is widely learned as a second 
language and used as an official language of the European Union 
and many Commonwealth countries , as well as in many world 
organizations . It is the third most natively spoken language in the 
world , after Mandarin Chinese and Spanish . Historically , English 
originated from the fusion of languages and dialects , now 
collectively termed Old English , which were brought to the eastern 
coast of Great Britain by Germanic (Anglo-Saxon) settlers beginning 
in the 5th century – with the word "English" being derived from the 
name of the Angles . The language was further influenced by the 
Old Norse language with Viking invasions in the 8th and 9th century 
. The Norman conquest of England in the 11th century gave rise to 
heavy borrowings from Norman-French , and vocabulary and 
spelling conventions began to give the superficial appearance of a 
close relationship with Romance languages 

iNgliS iz Z west jUmanik laNgwij Tat GrKz in TQ aNglK saxin 
kiNdimz ov iNglind and spred intu sXH Est skotlind QndQ TQ 
influins ov TQ aNglGkin medEEvFl kiNdim ov nLHQmbrEQ. 
foliwEN TQ ekGnomik , pGlitGkFl , miliCrE , sIintifik , 
kolCrFl , and kGlKnEFl influins ov grZt britin and TQ 
BnItid kiNdim from TQ 18H senCrE , and ov TQ BnItid 
stZYs sins TQ mid 20H senCrE , it haz bEn wIdlE dispUst 
GrXnd TQ wUld , bEkQm TQ lEdEN laNgwij ov intGnaSnFl 
diskLs , and haz GqIQd Bs az liNgwQ fraNkQ in menE rEjinz. it 
iz wIdlE lUnd az Z sekind laNgwij and Bzd az an GfiSFl 
laNgwij ov TQ BrGpEin Bnyin and menE kominwXH kQnCrEz , 
az wal az in menE wUld LgQnIzZSinz . it iz TQ HUd mKst 
nativlE spKkin laNgwij in TQ wUld , AftQ mandGrin CInEz and 
sbaniS . historiklE , iNgliS GrijGnZtid from TQ fyuJin ov 
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laNgwijiz and dIGlekYs , nX kGlektivlE tUmd old iNgliS , wiC 
wU brLt tu TQ Estin kKst ov grZt britin bI jUmanik (aNglK 
saxin) setliz bGginEN in TQ 5H senCrE ZdE wiH TQ wUd 
"iNgliS" bEN dGrIvd from TQ nZm ov TQ angFlz . TQ laNgwij 
woz fUTQ influinst bI TQ old nLs laNgwij wiH vIkEN invZJinz 
in TQ 8H and 9H senCrE . TQ nLmin konqest ov iNglind in TQ 
11H senCrE gZv rIz tu hevE borGwENz from nLmin-frenC , 
and vKkabBlGrE and spalEN konvenCinz bEgan tu giv TQ 
supGfiSFl Gperins ov Z klKs rilZSinSip wiH rKmans 
laNgwijiz.


