
Ethiopia

Ethiopia is a landlocked country located in the Horn of Africa. 
Officially known as the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia, it is the second-most populous nation in Africa with 
over 79.2 million people and the tenth-largest by area with its 
1,100,000 km2. The capital is Addis Ababa. Ethiopia is bordered 
by Eritrea to the north, Sudan to the west, Djibouti and Somalia 
to the east, and Kenya to the south.

Though most African nations are, in their modern form, less 
than a century old, Ethiopia has been an independent nation 
since ancient times, being one of the oldest countries in the 
world. A monarchy for most of its history, the Ethiopian dynasty 
traces its roots to the 2nd century BC. Besides being an ancient 
country, Ethiopia is one of the oldest sites of human existence 
known to scientists today, having yielded some of humanity's 
oldest traces. It may be the region from which Homo sapiens 
first set out for the Middle East and points beyond. When Africa 
was divided up by European powers at the Berlin Conference, 
Ethiopia was one of only two countries that retained its 
independence. It was one of only four African members of the 
League of Nations. After a brief period of Italian occupation, 
Ethiopia became a charter member of the United Nations. When 
other African nations received their independence following 
World War II, many of them adopted the colors of Ethiopia's 
flag, and Addis Ababa became the location of several 
international organizations focused on Africa.

Modern Ethiopia and its current borders are a result of 
significant territorial reduction in the north and expansion in the 
south toward its present borders, owing to several migrations 
and commercial integration as well as conquests, particularly by 
Emperor Menelik II and Ras Gobena. In 1974, the dynasty led 
by Haile Selassie was overthrown as civil wars intensified. 
Since then, Ethiopia has seen a variety of governmental systems. 
Ethiopia is one of the founding members of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM), G-77 and the Organisation of African Unity 



(OAU). Today, Addis Ababa is still the headquarter of the 
African Union, the Nile Basin Commission  and UNECA. The 
country has one of the most powerful militaries in Africa. 
Ethiopia is one of a few African countries to have its own 
alphabet. Ethiopia also has its own time system and unique 
calendar, seven to eight years behind the Gregorian Calendar. It 
has the largest number of UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 
Africa. 

The country is a land of natural contrasts, with spectacular 
waterfalls and volcanic hot springs. Ethiopia has some of 
Africa's highest mountains as well as some of the world's lowest 
points below sea level. The largest cave in Africa is located in 
Ethiopia at Sof Omar, and the country's northernmost area at 
Dallol is one of the hottest places year-round anywhere on 
Earth. There are altogether around 80 different ethnic groups in 
Ethiopia today, with the two largest being the Oromo and the 
Amhara, both of which speak Afro-Asiatic languages. The 
country is also famous for its Olympic gold medalists, rock-
hewn churches and as the place where the coffee bean 
originated. Currently, Ethiopia is the top coffee and honey-
producing country in Africa, and home to the largest livestock 
population in Africa.

Ethiopia has close historical ties to all three of the world's major 
Abrahamic religions. It was one of the first Christian countries 
in the world, having officially adopted Christianity as the state 
religion in the 4th century. It still has a Christian majority, but a 
third of the population is Muslim. Ethiopia is the site of the first 
hijra in Islamic history and the oldest Muslim settlement in 
Africa at Negash. Until the 1980s, a substantial population of 
Ethiopian Jews resided in Ethiopia. The country is also the 
spiritual homeland of the Rastafari religious movement, which is 
influenced by Pan-Africanism. Ethiopia, which has Africa's 
second biggest hydropower potential, is the source of over 85% 
of the total Nile water flow and contains rich soils, but it 
nevertheless underwent a series of famines in the 1980s, 
exacerbated by adverse geopolitics and civil wars, resulting in 



perhaps a million deaths. Slowly, however, the country has 
begun to recover, and today Ethiopia has the biggest economy in 
East Africa (GDP) as the Ethiopian economy is also one of the 
fastest growing in the world and it is a regional powerhouse in 
the Horn and east Africa. The country remains politically 
fragile, with the opposition struggling for democracy and with 
reports of human rights abuses.

EHEKpD iz Z landlokt kQnCrE lKkZtid in TQ hLn ov 
afrikQ . QfiSQlE nKwin az TQ fedrFl demGkratik 
rEpQblik ov EHEKpD , it iz TQ sekind mKst popBlis 
nZSin in afrikQ wiH KvQ 79 . 2 milyin pEpOl and TQ 
tenH lAjist bI erD wiH iYs 1 , 100 , 000 km2 . TQ 
kapQtOl iz Qdis QbQbQ. EHEKpD iz bLdid bI eriCrD tu 
TQ nLH , sudAn tu TQ west , djibutE and somAlD tu 
TQ Est , and kenyQ tu TQ sXH . TK mKst afrGkin 
nZSinz A , in TW modin fLm , les Tan Z senCrE old , 
EHEKpD haz bEn an indGpendint nZSin sins ZnCint 
tImz , bEN wQn ov TQ oldist kQnCrEz in TQ wUld . Z 
monGkE fL mKst ov iYs histjrE, TQ EHEKpEin dinGstE 
trZsiz iYs ruYs tu TQ sekind senCrE bEsE.  bisIdz bEN 
an ZnCint kQnCrE , EHEKpD iz wQn ov TQ oldist sIYs 
ov hBmin existins nKwin tu sQEintisYs tudZ , havEN 
yRldid sQm ov hBmanGtEz oldist CrZsiz. it mZ bE TQ 
rEjin from wiC hKmK sZpEinz fUst set Xt fL TQ 
midOl Est and pMnYs bEyond] wen afrikQ woz divIdid 
Qp bI BrGpEin pXwiz at TQ bUlin konfrins , EHEKpD 
woz wQn ov KnlE tu kQnCrEz Tat rGtZnd iYs 
indGpendins . it woz wQn ov KnlE fL afrGkin membiz ov 
TQ lEg ov nZSinz . 

. AftQ Z brEf perEid ov italyin okBpZSin , EHEKpD 
bGkZm Z CAtQ membQ ov TQ BnItid nZSinz . wen 
QTQ afrGkin nZSinz rGsEvd TW indGpendins foliwEN 
wUld wL II , menE ov Tem Gdoptid TQ kQliz ov EHEKpEiz 
flag , and Qdis QbQbQ bGkZm TQ lKkZSin ov sevrFl 



intGnaSnFl LgQnIzZSinz fKkist on afrikQ . modin 
EHEKpD and iYs kQrint bLdiz A Z rGzolt ov signifGgint 
terGtLrEFl rGdQkSin in TQ nLH and expanSin in TQ 
sXH tGwLd iYs prGzent bLdiz , KEN tu sevrFl 
mIgrZSinz and kGmUSFl intGgrZSin az wal az 
konqesYs , pAtikBlE bI empirQ  and rQs gobenQ. in 
1974 , TQ dinGstE led bI hQElE selasE woz KvQHrKwin 
az sivFl wLz intensGfQEd. sins Ten , EHEKpD haz sEn Z 
vQrIitE ov gQvQmentOl sistimz. EHEKpD iz wQn ov TQ 
fXndEN membiz ov TQ non QlQEnd muvmint (nam) , jE 
77 and TQ LginIzZSin ov afrGkin BnGtE (KZB) . 
tudZ, Qdis QbQbQ  iz stil TQ hedkLtQ ov TQ afrGkin 
Bnyin , TQ nQEil bZsin kGmiSin and BnEkQ. TQ kQnCrE 
haz wQn ov TQ mKst pXwQfOwl miliCrEz in afrikQ . 
EHEKpD iz wQn ov Z fB afrGkin kQnCrEz tu hav iYs Kn 
alfGbet EHEKpD LlsK haz iYs Kn tIm sistim and BnEk 
kalindQ , sevin tu Zt yRz bihInd TQ gregLrEin kalindQ . 
it haz TQ lAjist nQmbQ ov BneskK wUld herGtij sIYs in 
afrikQ . 

TQ kQnCrE iz Z land ov naCrOl  konCrAsYs, wiH 
spektakBlQ wLtQfLlz and volkanik hot sbriNz . 
EHEKpD haz sQm ov afrikiz hIist mXntinz az wal az 
sQm ov TQ wUlYs lKwist pMnYs bGlK sE levFl . TQ 
lAjist kZv in afrikQ iz lKkZtid in EHEKpD at sof KmA, 
and TQ kQnCrEz nLTinmKst erD at dalol iz wQn ov 
TQ hotist plZsiz yW rXnd enEwW on UH . TW A 
LltGgeTQ  GrXnd 80 difrint eHnik grups in EHEKpD 
tudZ , wiH TQ tu lAjist bEN TQ LrLmL and TQ 
QmQhQrQ, bKH ov wiC spEk afrK ZJEatik lanGgwijiz . 
TQ kQnCrE iz LlsK fZmis fL iYs Klimpik gowd 
medFlisYs , rok hBwin CUCiz and az TQ plZs wW TQ 
kofE bEn QrijGnZtid. kQrintlE , EHEKpD iz TQ top kofE 
and hQnE prGjusEN kQnCrE in afrikQ , and hKm tu TQ 
lAjist lIvstok popBlZSin in afrikQ . 


