Ethiopia

Ethiopia is a landlocked country located in the Horn of Africa.
Officially known as the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, it is the second-most populous nation in Africa with
over 79.2 million people and the tenth-largest by area with its
1,100,000 km*. The capital is Addis Ababa. Ethiopia is bordered
by Eritrea to the north, Sudan to the west, Djibouti and Somalia
to the east, and Kenya to the south.

Though most African nations are, in their modern form, less
than a century old, Ethiopia has been an independent nation
since ancient times, being one of the oldest countries in the
world. A monarchy for most of its history, the Ethiopian dynasty

traces its roots to the 2nd century BC. Besides being an ancient
country, Ethiopia is one of the oldest sites of human existence
known to scientists today, having yielded some of humanity's
oldest traces. It may be the region from which Homo sapiens
first set out for the Middle East and points beyond. When Africa
was divided up by European powers at the Berlin Conference,
Ethiopia was one of only two countries that retained its
independence. It was one of only four African members of the
League of Nations. After a brief period of Italian occupation,
Ethiopia became a charter member of the United Nations. When
other African nations received their independence following
World War II, many of them adopted the colors of Ethiopia's
flag, and Addis Ababa became the location of several
international organizations focused on Africa.

Modern Ethiopia and its current borders are a result of
significant territorial reduction in the north and expansion in the
south toward its present borders, owing to several migrations
and commercial integration as well as conquests, particularly by
Emperor Menelik IT and Ras Gobena. In 1974, the dynasty led
by Haile Selassie was overthrown as civil wars intensified.
Since then, Ethiopia has seen a variety of governmental systems.
Ethiopia is one of the founding members of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM), G-77 and the Organisation of African Unity




(OAU). Today, Addis Ababa is still the headquarter of the
African Union, the Nile Basin Commission and UNECA. The
country has one of the most powerful militaries in Africa.
Ethiopia is one of a few African countries to have its own
alphabet. Ethiopia also has its own time system and unique
calendar, seven to eight years behind the Gregorian Calendar. It
has the largest number of UNESCO World Heritage Sites in
Africa.

The country 1s a land of natural contrasts, with spectacular
waterfalls and volcanic hot springs. Ethiopia has some of
Africa's highest mountains as well as some of the world's lowest
points below sea level. The largest cave in Africa is located in
Ethiopia at Sof Omar, and the country's northernmost area at
Dallol is one of the hottest places year-round anywhere on
Earth. There are altogether around 80 different ethnic groups in
Ethiopia today, with the two largest being the Oromo and the
Ambara, both of which speak Afro-Asiatic languages. The
country is also famous for its Olympic gold medalists, rock-
hewn churches and as the place where the coffee bean
originated. Currently, Ethiopia is the top coffee and honey-
producing country in Africa, and home to the largest livestock
population in Africa.

Ethiopia has close historical ties to all three of the world's major
Abrahamic religions. It was one of the first Christian countries
in the world, having officially adopted Christianity as the state
religion in the 4th century. It still has a Christian majority, but a
third of the population 1s Muslim. Ethiopia is the site of the first
hijra in Islamic history and the oldest Muslim settlement in
Africa at Negash. Until the 1980s, a substantial population of
Ethiopian Jews resided in Ethiopia. The country is also the
spiritual homeland of the Rastafari religious movement, which is
influenced by Pan-Africanism. Ethiopia, which has Africa's
second biggest hydropower potential, is the source of over 85%
of the total Nile water flow and contains rich soils, but it
nevertheless underwent a series of famines in the 1980s,
exacerbated by adverse geopolitics and civil wars, resulting in




perhaps a million deaths. Slowly, however, the country has
begun to recover, and today Ethiopia has the biggest economy in
East Africa (GDP) as the Ethiopian economy is also one of the
fastest growing in the world and it is a regional powerhouse in
the Horn and east Africa. The country remains politically
fragile, with the opposition struggling for democracy and with
reports of human rights abuses.

ETIEOPEA iz eE lendlokt kanchre Lokeetid in A han ov
of rika . AfishAle nOwin ez TA fedral demakrotik
repAblik ov ETIEOpPEA , it iz A sekind mOst popyelis
neeshin in ef rikA wiTlova 79 . 2 milyin pepal end TiA
tenTl LAjist bl erea willios 1, 100, 000 km2 . ©iA
kepAt ol iz Adis AbAbA. ETIEOPEA iz bardid bI erichrea te
A naT, sedAnte A west |, djibete end sOmALeA t e
T est , end kenyA te 1A seoTl. 1O mOst ef rAkin
neeshinz A, in len modin fam, Les ©en ¢e senchre old,
ETIEGPEA hoz ben en indApendint neeshin sins eenchint
tImz , beg wAn ov hA oldist kanchrez in A wuld . ee
monAKE fa most ov ios histjre, A eTIEOpEin dinAstE
treesiz ios reos te 1A sekind senchre bese. bisldz beg
en eenchint KAnchre , ETIEOPEA iz wAN ov TA oldist slos
ov hyemin existins nGwin t @ sAeintisos tedee , hoveg
yeildid sam ov hyemenaitez oldist chreesiz. it mee be TiA
rejin from wich homo seepeinz furst set eot fa A
midml est end paenos beyond] wen efrikA woz divIdid
Ap bl yer Apein peowiz et TiA burlin konfrins , ETIEGPEA
w0z WAN oV Onle t @ kanchrez et rateend ios
indApendins . it woz wAn ov Onle fa efrAkin membiz ov
A LEg ov neeshinz .

. Aft A ee bref pereid ov itelyin okyepceshin , ETIEOPEA
bAkeEm e chAt A memba ov 1A yenltid neeshinz . wen
ATA of rakin neeshinz rAsevd tiea indapendins foliweg
wuld wa 1T, mene ov lem Adoptid fiA kaliz ov eTIEGpEiz
fleg, end Adis AbAbA bAkeem 1A LOKkeeshin ov sevrdl



int Aneshin@l aganlzeeshinz fokist on efrika . modin
ETIEOPEA ond ios karint bardiz A e rAzolt ov signif Agint
terAtare®l radakshinin A naT end expenshin in A
seoTl t Award ios prizent badiz , Oeg te sevrdl
mIgreeshinz end kamushal int Agreeshin ez wel oz
kongesos , pAtikyele bl empirA end raAs gobena. in
1974 ,ha dinAste Led bl haele selese woz OvATIrowin
ez sivbl waz intensAfAed. sins fien , ETIEGPEA hez SEn eE
VArlite ov gavament ol sistimz. eTIEOpEA iz wANn ov TiA
feondeg membiz ov A non ALAend mevmint (nem), je
77 ond A aginlzeeshin ov ef rakin yenite (Oceye) .
tedee, Adis AbAbA iz stil A hedkat A ov A efrikin
yenyin , fiA nAEeil beesin kaAmishin end yenekA. fiA kanchre
hez wAn ov A mast peowAf@wl milichrez in ef rika .
ETIEOPEA iz WAN oV cE fye of rakin kanchrez t e hev ios 6n
oLf Abet ETIEGPEA arlsd hez ios On tIm sistim end yenek
kelindA , sevin te cet yeiz binhInd fiA gregarrein kelinda .
it hez A LAjist naAmbA ov yeneskd wurld her Atij sIos in
of rika .

TA kanchre iz eée Llend ov nechiral konchrAsos, wiTl
spektokyelA watAfalz end volkenik hot sbrigz .
ETIEGPEA hez sam ov efrikiz hlist meontinz ez wel ez
sAm ov A wurlos Lowist paenos bALD se leval . ©iA
LAjist keev in of rikA iz Lokeetid in ETIEGPEA ot sof OMA,
ond A kanchrez natiinmdst erea ot delol iz wAan ov
T hotist pleesiz yen reond enewen on u Tl . fien A
altAgeha Areond 80 difrint eTinik greps in ETIEOPEA
tedee , wiTl TA te LAjist beg A arama end hA
AMAhAra, boT ov wich spek ofro eejtieotik LenAgwijiz .
TA kanchre iz also feemis fa ios Olimpik gowd
meddlisos , rok hyewin chuchiz end ez A plees wea TA
kofe ben Arijancetid. KArintle , ETEOPEA iz TTA top kofE
ond hane priAjeseg kanchre in ef rikA , end hom te hiA
LAjist LIvstok popyeleeshin in of rika .



