
Africa is the world's second-largest and second most-populous 
continent, after Asia. At about 30.2 million km² (11.7 million 
sq     mi  ) including adjacent islands, it covers 6% of the Earth's 
total surface area and 20.4% of the total land area. With a 
billion people (as of 2009) in 61 territories, it accounts for about 
14.72% of the world's human population.
The continent is surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea to the north, 
both the Suez Canal and the Red Sea along the Sinai Peninsula to the 
northeast, the Indian Ocean to the southeast, and the Atlantic Ocean to 
the west. The continent has 54 sovereign states, including Madagascar, 
various island groups, and the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic, a 
member state of the African Union whose statehood is disputed by 
Morocco.
Africa, particularly central eastern Africa, is widely regarded within 
the scientific community to be the origin of humans and the Hominidae clade 
(great apes), as evidenced by the discovery of the earliest hominids and 
their ancestors, as well as later ones that have been dated to 
around seven million years ago with the earliest Homo sapiens 
(modern human) found in Ethiopia being dated to circa 200,000 
years ago.
Africa straddles the equator and encompasses numerous climate 
areas; it is the only continent to stretch from the northern temperate 
to southern temperate zones.

afrikQ iz TQ wUlYs sekind lAjist and sekind mKst popBlis 
kontGnint ,  AftQ ZJQ .  at GbXt 30.2 milyin kilQmEtiz 
skweQ (11 . 7 milyin skweQ mIilz) inkludEN GjZsint 
IlinYs ,  it kQviz 6% ov TQ UHs tKtFl sUfis erD and 
20.4% ov TQ tKtFl land erD . wiH Z bilyin pEpFl (az ov 
2009) in 61 terGtLrEz ,  it GkXnYs fL GbXt 14.72% ov 
TQ wUlYs hBmin popBlZSin .   TQ kontGnint iz 
sGrXndid bI TQ medGtirZnEin sE tu TQ nLH ,  bKH TQ suiz 
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kGnal and TQ red sE GloN TQ senQE pGninsBlQ tu TQ 
nLHEst,  TQ indEin KSin tu TQ sXHEst ,  and TQ atlantik 
KSin tu TQ west .  TQ kontGnint haz 54 sovrin stZYs , 
inkludEN madGgasgQ ,  verEis Ilind grups ,  and TQ 
sQhrQwE arib demGkratik rEpQblik ,  Z membQ stZt ov 
TQ afrGkin Bnyin huz staEthOd iz dispyuted bI mGrokK . 
afrikQ ,  pAtikBlE senCrFl Estin afrikQ ,  iz wIdlE rigAdid 
wiHin TQ sIintifik kGmBnGtE tu bE TQ orGjin ov hBminz 
and TQ grZt aEps ,  az evQdinst bI TQ diskQvQrE ov TQ 
UlEist homQniYs and TW ansestiz ,  az wal az lZtQ wQnz 
Tat hav bEn dZtid tu GrXnd sevin milyin yRz GgK wiH TQ 
UlEist hKmK sZpEinz (modin hBmin) fXnd in EHEKpD bEN 
dZtid tu sUkQ 200,000 yRz GgK . afrikQ sjradOlz TQ 
EqZtQ and inkQpQsiz nBmGris klImit erEiz; it iz TQ KnlE 
kontGnint tu sjreC from TQ nLTin tempGrit tu sQTin 
tempGrit zKnz .  


