Africa is the world's second-largest and second most-populous
continent, after Asia. At about 30.2 million km? (11.7 million

sg mi) including adjacent islands, it covers 6% of the earth's
total surface area and 20.4% of the total land area. With a
billion people (as of 2009) in 61 territories, it accounts for about
14.72% of the world's human population.

The continent is surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea t0 the north,
both the suez canal and the Red Sea along the Sinai Peninsula t0 the
northeast, the Indian Ocean to the southeast, and the Atantic Ocean t0O
the west. The continent has 54 sovereign states, including Madagascar,
various island groups, and the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic,
member state of the African Union Whose statehood is disputed by

Morocco.

Africa, particularly central castern Africa, iS Widely regarded within
the scientific community t0 be the origin of humans and the Hominidae clade
(greatapes), @S evidenced DYy the discovery of the earliest hominids and
their ancestors, as well as later ones that have been dated to
around seven million years ago with the earliest Homo sapiens
(modern human) found in Etiopia being dated to circa 200,000
years ago.

Africa straddles the equator and encompasses numerous climate
areas; it is the only continent to stretch from the northern temperate
to southern temperate zones.
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kAnal and 1A red se Alog TA senAe pAninsyulA tu fiA
naTest, TA indein O0shin tu A saoTest , and A atlantik
oshin tu A west . fiA kont Anint haz 54 sovrin staeos ,
inkludeg madAgasgA , vereis Ilind grups , and fiA
sAhrawe arib demakratik repablik , ae memba staet ov
T afrAkin yunyin huz staethad iz dispyuted bl mAroko .
afrikn , pAtikyule senchr@l estin afrikan , iz wldle rigAdid
wiTlin fiA slintifik kAmyunAte tu be A orAjin ov hyuminz
and A graet aeps , az evadinst bl fiA diskAvAre ov T
uleist homanios and tiea ansestiz , az wal az laetA wanz
hat hav ben daetid tu Araond sevin milyin yeiz Ago wiTl fiA
uLleist homo saepeinz (modin hyumin) faond in eTIEGpPeA beg
daetid tu suka 200,000 yeiz Ago . afrikA sjradelz ©iA
Eqaet A and inkApAsiz nyumaris kLImit ereiz; it iz ©iA OnlLe
kont Anint tu sjrech from fiA nahin temparit tu satin
tempAarit zonz .



