
The European Union
The European Union (EU) is an economic and political union 
of 27 member states which are located primarily in Europe. 
Committed to regional integration, the EU was established 
by the Treaty of Maastricht in 1993 upon the foundations of 
the European Communities. With over 500 million citizens, 
the EU combined generated an estimated 28% share (US$ 
16.5 trillion) of the nominal and about 21% (US$14.8 trillion) 
of the PPP gross world product in 2009.
The EU has developed a single market through a 
standardised system of laws which apply in all member 
states, and ensures the free movement of people, goods, 
services, and capital, including the abolition of passport 
controls by the Schengen Agreement between 22 EU states. 
It enacts legislation in justice and home affairs, and 
maintains common policies on trade, agriculture, fisheries 
and regional development. Sixteen member states have 
adopted a common currency, the euro, constituting the 
eurozone.
Having a legal personality, the EU is able to conclude 
treaties with countries. It has devised the Common Foreign 
and Security Policy, thus developing a limited role in 
European defence and foreign policy. Permanent diplomatic 
missions of the EU are established around the world and 
representation at the United Nations, WTO, G8 and G-20 is 
maintained.
The EU operates through a hybrid system of 
supranationalism and intergovernmentalism. In certain 
areas, decisions are taken by independent supranational 
institutions, while in others, they are made through 
negotiation between member states. Important institutions of 
the EU include the European Commission, the Council of the 
European Union, the European Council, the Court of Justice 
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of the European Union, and the European Central Bank. The 
European Parliament is elected every five years by EU 
citizens.
The EU traces its origins from the European Coal and Steel 
Community formed among six countries in 1951 and the 
Treaty of Rome formed in 1957 by the same states. Since 
then, it has grown in size through enlargement, and in power 
through the addition of policy areas to its remit. The last 
amendment to the constitutional basis of the EU came into 
force in 2009 and was the Lisbon Treaty, by virtue of which 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union 
was elevated to legally binding status.
TQ BrGpEin Bnyin (EB) iz an ekGnomik and pGlitGkFl 
Bnyin ov 27 membQ stZYs wiC A lKkZtid prImerGlE 
in Brip . kGmitid tu rEjGnFl intUgrZSin , TQ EB woz 
istabliSt bI TQ CrEtE ov masjrikt in 1993 Gpon TQ 
fXndZSinz ov TQ BrGpEin kGmBnGtEz . wiH KvQ 
500 milyin sitGzinz , TQ EB kombInd jenGrZtid an 
estGmZtid 28% SW (Bes$ 16 . 5 Crilyin) ov TQ 
nomGnFl and GbXt 21% (Bes14 . 8 Crilyin) ov TQ pE 
pE pE grKs wUld prodQkt in 2009 .

TQ EB haz dGvalipt Z siNgFl mAkit Hru Z standGdIzd 
sistim ov lLz wiC GplI in Ll membQ stZYs , and 
inSP TQ frE muvmint ov pEpFl , gOYs , sUrvGsiz , 
and kapQtOl , inkludEN TQ abGliSin ov pAspLt 
kinCrowlz bI TQ Senjin GgrEmint bitwEn 22 EB 
stZYs . it enakYs lejislZSin in jQsdis and hKm QfRs , 
and mZntZnz komin polGsEz on CrZd , agrGkolCQ , 
fiSGrEz and rEjGnFl divalipmint . SixtEn  membQ 
stZYs hav Gdoptid Z komin kQrinYsE , TQ BrK , 
konstGCutEN TQ BrKzKn . 
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havEN Z lEgOl pUsGnalGtE , TQ EB iz ZbOl tu konklud 
CrEtEz wiH kQnCrEz . it haz dGvIzd TQ komin forin and 
sikyUrQtE polGsE , HQs dGvalipEN Z limitid rowl in 
BrGpEin difens and forin polGsE . pUmint diplGmatik 
miSinz ov TQ EB A istabliSt GrXnd TQ wUld and 
reprGzentZSin at TQ BnItid nZSinz , dQbOlBtEK , 
jE8 and jE 20 iz mZntZnd . TQ EB opGrZYs Hru Z 
hIbrid sistim ov suprQnaSnGlizm and 
intUgQvQmentGlizm. in sUtin erEiz , dGsiJinz A tZkin 
bI indGpendint suprGnaSnFl instGCuSinz , wIil in 
QTQz , TZ A mZd Hru nGgKSEZSin bitwEn membQ 
stZYs . impLtint instGCuSinz ov TQ EB inklud TQ 
BrGpEin kGmiSin , TQ kXnsFl ov TQ BrGpEin Bnyin , 
TQ BrGpEin kXnsFl , TQ kLt ov jQsdis ov TQ BrGpEin 
Bnyin , and TQ BrGpEin senCrFl baNk . TQ BrGpEin 
pQlGmint iz Qlektid evrE fIv yRz bI EB sitGzinz . 

TQ EB CrZsiz iYs orQjinz from TQ BrGpEin kowl and 
sdRl kGmBnGtE fLmd GmQN six kQnCrEz in 1951 and 
TQ CrEtE ov rKm fLmd in 1957 bI TQ sZm stZYs . 
sins Ten , it haz grKwin in sIz Hru inlAjmint , and in 
pXwQ Hru TQ QdiSin ov polGsE erEiz tu iYs remit . TQ 
lAst Gmendmint tu TQ konstGCuSGnFl bZsis ov TQ 
EB kZm intu fLs in 2009 and woz TQ lizbon CrEtE , bI 
vUCu ov wiC TQ CAtQ ov fQndGmentFl rIYs ov TQ 
BrGpEin Bnyin woz alGvaEtid tu lEgGlE bIndEN stZtis . 


