Japan

Japan is an island country in East Asia. Located in the Pacific
Ocean, it lies to the east of the Sea of Japan, China, North
Korea, South Korea and Russia, stretching from the Sea of
Okhotsk in the north to the East China Sea and Taiwan in the
south. The characters that make up Japan's name mean "sun-
origin", which is why Japan is sometimes referred to as the
"Land of the Rising Sun".

Japan is an archipelago of 6,852 islands. The four largest
islands are Honsha, Hokkaido, Kytushd and Shikoku, together
accounting for 97% of Japan's land area. Most of the islands
are mountainous, many volcanic; for example, Japan’s highest
peak, Mount Fuji, is a volcano. Japan has the world's tenth-
largest population, with over 127 million people. The Greater
Tokyo Area, which includes the de facto capital city of Tokyo
and several surrounding prefectures, is the largest metropolitan
area in the world, with over 30 million residents.

Archaeological research indicates that people were living on the
islands of Japan as early as the Upper Paleolithic period. The
first written mention of Japan begins with brief appearances in
Chinese history texts from the first century A.D. Influence from
the outside world followed by long periods of isolation has
characterized Japan's history. Since adopting its constitution in
1947, Japan has maintained a unitary constitutional monarchy
with an emperor and an elected parliament called the Diet.

A major economic power, Japan has the world's second-largest
economy by nominal GDP and the third largest in purchasing
power parity. It is also the world's fourth largest exporter and
fifth largest importer. It is also the only Asian country in the G8
and is currently serving as a non-permanent member of the UN
Security Council. Although Japan has officially renounced its
right to declare war, it maintains a modern and extensive
military force which is employed in self-defense and
peacekeeping roles. It is a developed country with very high
living standards (10th highest HDI). Japan has the highest life
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expectancy of any country in the world (according to both the
UN and WHO estimates) and the third lowest infant mortality
rate.

japen iz on Ilind kanchre in est eejhA . LOkeetid in A pAsifik
oshin , it LIz te TIA est ov TIA se ov japen , china , na Tl
korea , seoTl korean end rasha , sjrecheg from A se ov
okotsk in A naTl te T est chIna se end tIwon in fiA seoTl
. TiA keriktiz et meek Ap jApenz neeEm men "sAn oraAjin" ,
wich iz wl japen iz samtImz rafud te ez A "lend ov tiA
rizeg sAn" . japen iz en Akipeligd ov 6,852 Ilinos . tiA fa
LAjist Ilinos A honshe, hokIkd, kyeshe ond shekOke ,
tAgetin Akeonteg fa 97% ov jApenz Llend erean . most ov
TA Ilinos A meont Anis , mene volkenik; fa exAmpa@l ,
jAponz hlist pek , meont feje , iz e vOLkeEND . jApen hez
TA wulos tenTl LAjist popyeleestin , wiTl Ova 127 milyin
PEp®L . A greet A tokeyd erea , wich inkleos tiA de fekto
kepAt wml site ov tokeyd end sevrl sareondeg prefekchiz ,
iz A LAjist mechrApolAtin erea in A wuld , wiTl ova 30
milyin rezAdinos .

AkAlojaAkal resuch indAkeeos het pep®dl wu Liveg on fiA
Ilinos ov japen ez ule 0z A ApA peEelelliTlik pereid . TA
fust ritin menchin ov japen bAginz wiTl bref Aperinsiz in
chlnez hisjre texos from tiA fust senchre e de. infleins
from hA eotsld wuld foldd bl Log pereios ov IsAleeshin
hez keriAkArlzd japenz hisjre. sins Adopteg ios
konsticheshin in 1947 , jaApen hez menteend cE yenitere
konst AcheshAndl monAke will en empraA end en Alekid
pALAmMint kald fiA dIit . e meeja ekAnomik peowA , japen
hez A wulos sekind LAjist AkonAme bl nomAn@l jedepe
ond tiA Tiwrd LAjist in puchAseg peowA perite . it iz alsd ha
wurlos faT LAjist expata end fif Tl LAjist impata . it iz
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also tiA Onle eeshin kanchre in A je eet ond iz KArintLe
SUWVEQ 0Z GE non pumint membA ov TiA ye en sikyurAte
keons@l . alti0 japen hez AfishAle rineonst ios rit te
diaklen wa , it meEnteenz & modin end extensiv milichre
fas wich iz implaed in self diAfens end peskepeg rowlz . it
iz e dAvelipt kanchre wiTl vere hl liveg stendios (10T hlist
eech de AE) . japen hez A hlist LIf expektintse ov ene
kanchre in A wuld (Akadeg te boT A ye en end he

est Ameeos) end ©A Tiwrd Lowist infint matelite reet .



