
Japan

Japan is an island country in East Asia. Located in the Pacific 
Ocean, it lies to the east of the Sea of Japan, China, North 
Korea, South Korea and Russia, stretching from the Sea of 
Okhotsk in the north to the East China Sea and Taiwan in the 
south. The characters that make up Japan's name mean "sun-
origin", which is why Japan is sometimes referred to as the 
"Land of the Rising Sun".
Japan is an archipelago of 6,852 islands. The four largest 
islands are Honshū, Hokkaidō, Kyūshū and Shikoku, together 
accounting for 97% of Japan's land area. Most of the islands 
are mountainous, many volcanic; for example, Japan’s highest 
peak, Mount Fuji, is a volcano. Japan has the world's tenth-
largest population, with over 127 million people. The Greater 
Tokyo Area, which includes the de facto capital city of Tokyo 
and several surrounding prefectures, is the largest metropolitan 
area in the world, with over 30 million residents.
Archaeological research indicates that people were living on the 
islands of Japan as early as the Upper Paleolithic period. The 
first written mention of Japan begins with brief appearances in 
Chinese history texts from the first century A.D. Influence from 
the outside world followed by long periods of isolation has 
characterized Japan's history. Since adopting its constitution in 
1947, Japan has maintained a unitary constitutional monarchy 
with an emperor and an elected parliament called the Diet.
A major economic power, Japan has the world's second-largest 
economy by nominal GDP and the third largest in purchasing 
power parity. It is also the world's fourth largest exporter and 
fifth largest importer. It is also the only Asian country in the G8 
and is currently serving as a non-permanent member of the UN 
Security Council. Although Japan has officially renounced its 
right to declare war, it maintains a modern and extensive 
military force which is employed in self-defense and 
peacekeeping roles. It is a developed country with very high 
living standards (10th highest HDI). Japan has the highest life 
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expectancy of any country in the world (according to both the 
UN and WHO estimates) and the third lowest infant mortality 
rate.

jQpan iz an Ilind kQnCrE in Est ZJQ . lKkZtid in TQ pGsifik 
KSin , it lIz tu TQ Est ov TQ sE ov jQpan , CInQ , nLH 
korD , sXH korD and rQSQ , sjreCEN from TQ sE ov 
okotsk in TQ nLH tu TQ Est CInQ sE and tIwon in TQ sXH 
. TQ kariktiz Tat mZk Qp jGpanz nZm mEn "sQn orGjin" , 
wiC iz wI jQpan iz sQmtImz rGfUd tu az TQ "land ov TQ 
rIzEN sQn" . jQpan iz an QkipaligK ov 6,852 IlinYs . TQ fL 
lAjist IlinYs A honSu, hokIkK, kyuSu and SEkKku , 
tQgeTQ GkXntEN fL 97% ov jGpanz land erD . mKst ov 
TQ IlinYs A mXntGnis , menE volkanik; fL exAmpFl , 
jGpanz hIist pEk , mXnt fujE , iz Z volkZnK . jQpan haz 
TQ wUlYs tenH lAjist popBlZSin , wiH KvQ 127 milyin 
pEpFl . TQ grZtQ tKkEyK erD , wiC inkluYs TQ de faktK 
kapQtOl sitE ov tKkEyK and sevrFl sGrXndEN prEfekCiz , 
iz TQ lAjist meCrGpolGtin erD in TQ wUld , wiH KvQ 30 
milyin rezGdinYs . 

AkGlojGkFl rEsUC indGkZYs Tat pEpFl wU livEN on TQ 
IlinYs ov jQpan az UlE az TQ QpQ paElEKliHik perEid . TQ 
fUst rItin menCin ov jQpan bGginz wiH brEf Qperinsiz in 
CInEz hisjrE texYs from TQ fUst senCrE Z dE. influins 
from TQ XtsId wUld folKd bI loN perEiYs ov IsGlZSin 
haz karGkGrIzd jGpanz hisjrE. sins GdoptEN iYs 
konstiCuSin in 1947 , jQpan haz mZntZnd Z BnGterE 
konstGCuSGnFl monGkE wiH an emprQ and an Glekid 
pQlGmint kLld TQ dIit . Z mZjQ ekGnomik pXwQ , jQpan 
haz TQ wUlYs sekind lAjist GkonGmE bI nomGnFl jEdEpE 
and TQ HUd lAjist in pUCGsEN pXwQ paritE . it iz LlsK TQ 
wUlYs fLH lAjist expLtQ and fifH lAjist impLtQ . it iz 
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LlsK TQ KnlE ZJin kQnCrE in TQ jE Zt and iz kQrintlE 
sUvEN az Z non pUmint membQ ov TQ B en sikyUrQtE 
kXnsFl . LlTK jQpan haz QfiSQlE rinXnst iYs rIt tu 
dGklW wL , it mZntZnz Z modin and extensiv miliCrE 
fLs wiC iz implMd in salf dGfens and pEskEpEN rowlz . it 
iz Z dGvalipt kQnCrE wiH verE hI livEN standiYs (10H hIist 
ZC dE QE) . jQpan haz TQ hIist lIf expektintsE ov enE 
kQnCrE in TQ wUld (GkLdEN tu bKH TQ B en and hu 
estGmZYs) and TQ HUd lKwist infint mLtalitE rZt . 


