
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the 
principal organs of the United Nations and is charged with the 
maintenance of international peace and security. Its powers, 
outlined in the United Nations Charter, include the establishment of 
peacekeeping operations, the establishment of international 
sanctions, and the authorization of military action. Its powers are 
exercised through United Nations Security Council Resolutions.
The Security Council held its first session on 17 January 1946 at 
Church House, London. Since its first meeting, the Council, which 
exists in continuous session, has traveled widely, holding meetings 
in many cities, such as Paris and Addis Ababa, as well as at its 
current permanent home in the United Nations building in New York 
City.
There are 15 members of the Security Council, consisting of 5 veto-
wielding permanent members (China, France, Russia, United 
Kingdom, and United States) and 10 elected non-permanent 
members with two-year terms. This basic structure is set out in 
Chapter V of the UN Charter. Security Council members must 
always be present at UN headquarters in New York so that the 
Security Council can meet at any time. This requirement of the 
United Nations Charter was adopted to address a weakness of the 
League of Nations since that organization was often unable to 
respond quickly to a crisis.

TQ BnItid nZSinz sikyurQtE kXnsFl (yu en es sE iz wQn ov 
TQ prisGpFl Lginz ov TQ BnItid nZSinz and iz CAjd wiH TQ 
mZntGnins ov intGnaSnFl pEs and sikyurQtE . iYs pXwiz , 
XtlInd in TQ BnItid nZSinz CAtQ , inklud TQ istabliSmint 
ov pEskEpEN opGrZSinz , TQ istabliSmint ov intGnaSnFl 
saNkSinz , and TQ LHirIzZSin ov miliCrE akSin . iYs pXwiz 
A exUsIzd Hru BnItid nZSinz sikyurQtE kXnsFl 
rezGluSinz .

  TQ sikyurQtE kXnsFl hald iYs fUst seSin on 17 janBrE 
1946 at CUC hXs , lQndin . sins iYs fUst mEtEN , TQ kXnsFl 
, wiC exisYs in kontinBis seSin , haz CravOld wIdlE , holdEN 
mEtENz in menE sitEz , sQC az paris and Qdis QbQbQ , az wal 
az at iYs kQrint pUmint hKm in TQ BnItid nZSinz bildEN in 
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nB yLk sitE . 

 TW A 15 membiz ov TQ sikyurQtE kXnsFl , konsistEN ov 5 
vEtK weildEN pUmQnint membiz (CInQ , frAns , rQSQ , 
BnItid kiNdim , and BnItid stZYs) and 10 Glektid non 
pUmQnint membiz wiH tu yW tUmz . Tis bZsik sjrQkCQ iz 
set Xt in CaptQ fQEv ov TQ Ben CAtQ . sikyurQtE kXnsFl 
membiz mQst LlwZz bE prGzent at Ben hedkLtiz in nB 
yLk sK Tat TQ sikyurQtE kXnsFl kan mEt at enE tIm . Tis 
rGqIGmint ov TQ BnItid nZSinz CAtQ woz Gdoptid tu Gjres 
Z wEknis ov TQ lEg ov nZSinz sins Tat LgQnIzZSin woz 
ofin QnZbFl tu risbond qiklE tu Z krIsis . 


