A volcano is an opening , or rupture , in a planet's surface or
crust , which allows hot magma , ash and gases to escape
from below the surface . Volcanoes are generally found
where tectonic plates are diverging or converging . A mid-
oceanic ridge , for example the Mid-Atlantic Ridge , has
examples of volcanoes caused by divergent tectonic plates
pulling apart; the Pacific Ring of Fire has examples of
volcanoes caused by convergent tectonic plates coming
together . By contrast , volcanoes are usually not created
where two tectonic plates slide past one another .
Volcanoes can also form where there is stretching and
thinning of the Earth's crust (called "non-hotspot intraplate
volcanism") , such as in the East African Rift , the Wells
Gray-Clearwater volcanic field and the Rio Grande Rift in
North America . Volcanoes can be caused by mantle plumes
. These so-called hotspots , for example at Hawaii , can
occur far from plate boundaries . Hotspot volcanoes are also
found elsewhere in the solar system , especially on rocky
planets and moons .

¢E VOlkeEnd iz on Opineg , a rApchA , in e plenio's sufis
a krast , wich Aeoz hot megma , esh end gesiz te
Askeep from bAlo tiA sufis . volkeendz A jenrale feond
wen tektonik pleeos A dIvuijeg a konvuijeg . e mid
osheenik rij , fa exAmpdl 1A mid etlentik rij , hez
exAmp®Llz ov volkeedz kazd bl dIvujint tektonik
pleceos pmleg ApAt; ©iA pAsifik rig ov fIA hez
exAmp®dLlz ov volkeendz kazd bl konvurjint tektonik
pleeos kanmeg tAgetia . bl konchrAst , volkeenoz A
yeJhAle not krecetid wena te tektonik pleeos slId pAst
wAn ANATA . volkeEnOz ken alsd fam wea tien iz
sjrecteg ond Tineg ov A uTs krast (kald "non
hotspot int Apleet volkAnizim") , sach 0z in fiA Est

of rakin rift , A welz gree kleanmata volkenik feild
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ond fiA red grend rift in naT AmerAka . volkeendz ken
be kazd bl ment®l plemz . tiez sO ka'ld hotspoos , fa
exAmp@l ot hAwle , ken Aku fA from pleet beonjrez .
hotspot volkeenoz A also feond elswen in A sowlA
sistim , esbeshAle on roke plenios end menz .



